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Doe-eyed, pliable, with 
large hopes for what 

the future holds, kinder-
gartners everywhere 
are told that they must 
perform well if they want 
to go to college and be 
successful. The thoughts 
of going to college and 
living an effective life 
take over the youngsters’ 
minds; these driving fac-
tors will be key when per-
suading them to receive 
a slip of paper when they 
graduate. They think this 
traditional certificate is 
the key to happiness, but 
is it? 
 Natradeschools.
edu states that voca-
tional schools are more 
efficient than tradi-
tional schools because 
vocational schools only 
require classes that are 
directly related to the 
field of study the student 
is entering.
 “I wanted to come to 
Vo-Tech to get more 
hands-on experience. 
I like to study all of the 
things we build,” senior 
SuAnn Altshuler said. 
 Students who prefer 
a hands-on approach to 
learning find their way to 
the Schuylkill Technology 
Centers’ (STC) North and 
South campuses, popu-
larly known as Vo-Tech. 
They are able to spend 
one semester of the 
school year at Vo-Tech.
 Career paths offered 
at Vo-Tech include op-
tions such as plumbing, 
masonry and childcare. 
Students who already 
know what they want to 

do find that going to the 
vocational school gives 
them a head start on 
their futures.
 “I already know I’m 
going to the Universal 
Technical Institute for 
automotives,” senior Kyle 
Davis said. “I wanted 
to come [to Vo-Tech] 
because I knew I’d get 
more experience here.”
 Students at Vo-Tech 
are always working or 
learning something new 
that can further their 
skills in trade. Some-
times, teachers allow 
students to work inde-
pendently on a project 
of their choice. They are 
allowed to come up with 
a design, theme and 
path of construction for 
the project. In the fall, 
the carpentry students 

were working hard on 
designing and creating 
a wooden restaurant. 
Other trade courses 
helped the community or 
spent time creating ideas 
for new inventions. 
 “I wanted to focus on 
my career [choice]. STC 
is helping me learn to 
become a good carpen-
ter,” sophomore Andrea 
Calzada said. “I want to 
join a carpentry business 
after STC. The most ben-
eficial part of this class 
is learning about the 
different tools and how to 
use them.”
 Any students inter-
ested in pursuing a trade 
at Vo-Tech can go on a 
field trip led by the PAHS 
guidance office. It runs a 
trip annually for prospec-
tive students. Students 

must meet certain 
academic requirements. 
These prerequisites to at-
tend include appropriate 
behavior, steady atten-
dance rate and academic 
proficiency.
 “Someone who prefers 
to work with [their] hands 
or likes being physical 
rather than classroom 
work should look into 
Vo-Tech,” Ms. Ellen King, 
PAHS guidance coun-
selor, said.
 Students who meet 
these requirements and 
are serious about going 
to Vo-Tech can fill out 
applications and submit 
them to the guidance 
office. It is highly recom-
mended that a prospec-
tive student take a tour 
of both campuses before 
applying.

PAHS hosts record-
breaking blood drive 
with Geisinger

Students react to new 
social culture offered 
through PBIS

Pottsville wrestler 
participates in “Pin 
Cancer” fundraiser

 Junior Rachel Rubright 
earned a High School 
Leadership Award from 
Widener University Janu-
ary 11. This is to recog-
nize students in Maryland, 
New York, Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey for skills 
within communities. Ru-
bright accepted the award 
for a service project she 
completed. She turned a 
few of Edgar Allan Poe’s 
works into scripts and 
performed them.
 All proceeds were given 
to the National Cancer 
Society. Rubright raised 
$96 from donations.
Along with receiving the 
award, if she chooses to 
go Widener, she will re-
ceive $20,000 toward her 
first-semester tuition. 
Junior wins contest, 
moves to state level
 American History 
classes were eligible to 
enter a competition to 
write an essay about how 
they wanted to change 
America, sponsored by 
Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
Juniors Emily Witmier, 
Patrick Moran and Erika 
Shuman were the three 
contestants chosen out of 
all the essays. The VFW 
board voted, and Witmier 
advanced to and won the 
district-wide competition. 
Due to her being snowed 
in, Witmier was not able 
to go to the state com-
petition January 22-24 
in Gettysburg, but she 
placed 6th out of 24 total 
contestants. 

By: Emma Walinsky
PAHS Sophomore

CONSTRUCT— Senior Colin Semanski works on wiring an oil burner, a device commonly seen 
on the job. “I came to Vo-Tech to learn and further my education in a trade. I really like how the 
plumbing program sets me up for success,” Semanski said. “I liked working with the boilers 
the most. I want to go to college and continue my studies in the plumbing field.”

Junior wins 
scholarship by raising 
funds to fight cancer

By: Jared Williard
PAHS Sophomore

Photo By Becky Staller
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Sketch Club finds creative way to help Paris

Photo By ABBy young

PAHS Sophomore

November 13, Islamic 
terrorist groups 

attacked numerous 
locations in Paris. 
Members of the PAHS 
Sketch Club wanted to 
somehow contribute the 
victims of the attack. 
 After the massacre, 
junior Sarah Griffins 
wanted to do something 
that would donate funds 
to a charity, Friends of 
Fondation de France in 
Paris. 
 “I definitely enjoyed 
helping with the orna-
ments. Other members 
were rounded up as well 
to help make all of them 
in time. I made them be-
cause I knew they would 
be used for a very good 
cause,” sophomore Sadie 
Bowman said.
 Griffiths came up with a 
plan to make metallic star 
ornaments and sell them 
to raise money. 

 She spoke to Mrs. 
Sara Arnold, art teacher 
and Sketch Club adviser, 
to propose her idea and 
get more people involved 
to help accomplish her 
goal. 
 “Sarah is extraordinary. 
She wants to do some-
thing to help the victims 
of the Paris attacks, so 
she came up with a plan 
to make it happen,” Mrs. 
Arnold said.
 Everyone who par-
ticipated created star 
ornaments. They painted 
metallic colors on paper, 
cut them out to construct 
stars and then turned 
them into ornaments. 
The whole process took 
longer than expected, as 
it took about a month to 
make enough ornaments 
to earn a sufficient profit 
to sell. 
 “We used a cardstock, 
hot glue and thick metal-
lic paint to create the 
ornaments. I really en-
joyed getting to paint and 

assemble them because 
I’m a pretty crafty person, 
so building things like or-
naments is just really fun 
to me,” junior Chloe Kline 
said. “Knowing the sales 
will go towards the victims 
of the Paris bombings 
made it seem so much 
more worth it.”
 At the holiday band 
concert December 17, 
Griffiths sold the orna-
ments to audience mem-
bers. In total, $105 dollars 
was raised.
 All funds were sent to 
Friends of Fondation de 
France, an organization 
that donates money to 
charities and groups in 
France. The money the 
Sketch Club raised will be 
donated to the families 
affected by the terrorist 
attacks.
 “The idea sort of just 
struck me. I was watch-
ing the news when the 
attacks on Paris hap-
pened and wondered 
if there was any way 

to help, even a little,” 
Griffiths said. “I’d love to 
do something like this 
again. [We would have 

to] start earlier in the year 
because we pulled this 
together in only a few 
days with lots of stress.”

HELP — Sophomore Julia Brinich works on helping to paint 
ornaments. Members of the Sketch Club created unique or-
naments to benefit victims of the Paris terrorist attacks. All 
profits were sent to Friends of Fondation de France. “Even 
though I am not a part of Sketch Club, I helped paint the Paris 
ornaments. I really like the way the ornaments [turned out],” 
Brinich said. “I decided to help because we should always 
help out people in need. My favorite part was painting for the 
ornaments because I love to paint.”

Think of an idea to 
change the world, and 

put it into action,” is the 
slogan behind a big event 
that keeps happening 
around the community.
 For the past eight 
years, students at the 
D.H.H. Lengel Middle 
School have had the op-
portunity to complete a 
unique project. The Pay it 
Forward project is meant 
to teach everyone that 
acts of kindness and gen-
erosity can be seen, even 
in the smallest quantities. 
 The Pay it Forward 
project is based on the 
famous movie Pay it 
Forward in which a young 
boy demonstrates kind-
ness toward strangers, 
creating a chain reaction. 
After watching the movie, 
students were required to 
complete and document 
three random acts of kind-
ness over their Christmas 
break.

 The main goal of the 
project is to create a 
giant chain reaction of 
kind actions. It begins 
with one person doing 
something nice for three 
others. Then, those three 
people are supposed to 
do a nice deed for other 
people, and so on.
 “I taped a dollar to a 
boys’ toy and girls’ toy at 
the dollar store. The tape 
said ‘Please accept this 
random act of kindness,’” 
seventh grader William 
McGowan said.
 Ms. Kelci Killian and 
Mr. Jake Wartella, health 
and physical education 
teachers, had students in 
sixth and seventh grades 
complete the project, 
which had four compo-
nents: a short summary 
of the Pay it Forward 
movie, completing three 
acts of kindness, as-
sembling a poster board 
presentation for the class 
and turning in an essay 
on the results. 

 “The students’ ability to 
give back to the commu-
nity is heartwarming. I as-
sign this project and hold 
it to the utmost impor-
tance because to me no 
act of kindness, however 
small, is ever wasted,” 
Ms. Killian said.
 Students had time 
during class to work on 
putting their projects into 
a visual representation. 
From volunteering at local 
soup kitchens, to provid-
ing the community with 
festive Christmas carols, 
all acts of kindness were 
recognized.
 One student’s idea in 
particular stood out to 
everyone. Seventh grader 
Justyn Stevens traveled 
around Pottsville and 
hung gloves, hats and 
scarves on lampposts. 
His intention was to give 
to those who cannot af-
ford winter clothing.
 Ms. Killian and Mr. 
Wartella loved doing this 
project and hope to keep 

doing it with their classes 
in the near future. Their 
students excelled with 
what they were assigned 
to do and had fun being 
helpful toward others.
 “Students should try 
to help people more and 

make the world a better 
place. I think paying it 
forward should be more 
than just a project, and 
that people should give 
back as much as pos-
sible,” seventh grader 
Payton Kleckner said.

Middle school students show random acts of kindness

By: Gillian Revenis

By: Emma Walinsky
PAHS Sophomore

Photo By Becky StAller

ASSIST — Seventh graders Isabella Varano and Payton Kleck-
ner work on assembling their Pay it Forward poster board that 
will be presented to their class. “Everyone should try to help 
people more and make the world a better place. I think the 
action of paying it forward should be more than just a project. 
People should give back as much as possible,” Kleckner said.
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Dr. Jeffrey S. Zwiebel

 My letter this month is 
devoted to the topic of the 
ongoing state budget disaster 
in Harrisburg and the negative 
impact it continues to have on 
our students and district.   
 
 Back in December, 
Governor Wolf released 45% 
of all school districts’ funding, 

which for Pottsville Area equated to $9.3 million 
dollars. Of that amount, $914,274.99 was taken out 
for charter/cyber school costs, leaving approximately 
$8.4 million for our district.

 We were able to survive through the first part 
of the year and not borrow any money, as some of 
the other school districts in Schuylkill County were 
forced to do. However, I am not as optimistic about 
where we may be as spring arrives. If the budget 
stalemate continues into April, we will have no 
choice but to borrow money to make ends meet to, 
hopefully, make it until June.

 One of the largest budget breakers for districts 
throughout the state is the pension fund, PSERS. 
The Public School Employees’ Retirement System 
(PSERS) is an agency of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania that administers the pension plan 
for Pennsylvania’s public school employees. In 
April 2013, our former business manager, Mr. David 
Delenick, informed the board that we would have 
to trim two million dollars per year from the fund 
balance if there was not any PSERS reform. 

 For example, in 2010-2011, the PSERS pension 
rate that our district had to pay was 5.64%. For the 
2016-2017 school year, the rate will be 30.03% That 
is nearly a 25% increase in six years.

 Along with rising PSERS costs, the costs of cyber 
charter/charter schools also continue to drain 
school districts budgets. Listed below is a chart 
that summarizes some of the big ticket items in our 
budget from 2003-04 to 2013-14. The increases are 
staggering.

Dear Members of the Community,

Jeffrey S. Zwiebel, Ed.D.
Superintendent

 By now, you may be thinking what has the district 
done to try and minimize these increases. Over the 
last five years, the principals have been told to keep 
their budgets to a bare minimum, which they have. 
We have not replaced all staff who have retired over 
the last four years. Another big ticket item that has 
saved us millions of dollars is the fact that we have 
not had to do a major building project since 1982 
when we converted the former Van Heusen factory 
into the present day John S. Clarke Elementary Center. 
We continually invest in yearly maintenance for 
each building to keep them running as smoothly as 
possible.  

 We have done our best to be fiscally responsible 
while maintaining a quality education program.  Now 
it is up to the state government to do its part. 
 

Yours in education,
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Life Skills classes participate in district activities

According to the 
Council for Excep-

tional Children, “One 
of the most important 
goals of educators is 
to prepare students to 
become fully participat-
ing members of their 
communities. And for 
students with disabilities, 
the life skills education 
and training they acquire 
in school may be the only 
resources they receive to 
help them transition from 
being students to life as 
independent and produc-
tive adults.”
 Throughout the current 
school year, life skills 
classes at PAHS have 
been busy participating in 
several hands-on activi-
ties designed to improve 
their skills and abilities. 
Along with continuing 
many of the activities 
the classes first became 
involved with during the 
previous school year, 
life skills teachers Ms. 
Louise Winkler and Mrs. 
Casey Horvath have re-
cently given the students 
new opportunities.

 The most recent op-
portunity given to the life 
skills classes at the high 
school is a project entitled 
the “Crimson Café.” The 
Crimson Café project has 
been introduced to the 
life skills students as a 
way to allow them to learn 
skills to help them in their 
lives as well as provide 
skills to build a resume for 
employment. 
 About three times a 
month, the 11th and 12th 
grade life skills students 
prepare a lunch for faculty 
and staff on Fridays. The 
students distribute a 
menu to faculty and staff 
on Monday who then 
hand in their orders by 
Tuesday. The students 
sell the lunches for $5, 
and each lunch comes 
with an optional dessert 
for $1. 
 “I help give out menus 
to the teachers,” senior 
Katie Wanser said. “I 
like the [Crimson Café] 
because we raise money 
for our field trips.”
 On Thursday, students 
accompanied by the 
life skills’ paraprofes-
sional and in-house cook, 
Monica Natishak, go to 

the grocery store to pur-
chase items necessary 
to prepare the lunches. 
Mrs. Natishak along with 
Bridget Schwartz, also a 
paraprofessional for the 
class, then work with the 
students to prepare the 
lunches. 
 On Friday, the stu-
dents help serve the 
food to faculty and staff 
and collect the money 
for each meal. The 
money made from the 
Crimson Café project is 
used to support activities 
for the students.
 “The students are 
enjoying both the cook-
ing and the serving,” Ms. 
Winkler said. “They like 
helping out and talking 
to everyone who comes 
into the room. We had 
23 sales our first week. 
That’s a great start.”
 The upperclassmen 
of the life skills class 
are also participating in 
a work-based learning 
program designed to 
give the students the 
opportunity to learn skills 
that may be useful for 
everyday life as well 
as providing valuable 
employability skills. 
Some of the students 
are currently working at 
Momma Millies Bakery, 
the Salvation Army, 
Providence Place and 
the Daycare and Elder-
care centers at Avenues. 
Students attend these 
places accompanied by 
a paraprofessional who 
teaches them the on-
the-job skills necessary 
for the job. 
 Along with the junior 
and senior students, the 
freshman and sopho-
more life skills classes 
have been working on 
improving their abili-
ties through a variety of 
activities. Once a month, 
the 9th and 10th graders 
walk to the elementary 
school to work with the 
elementary life skills 
class. Prior to their trips 
to John S. Clarke, the 
PAHS students use 

iPads or computers to 
research activities to 
do with the elementary 
school students. Once 
they find and choose 
a desired activity, they 
gather the necessary 
materials they need for 
their visit.
 “We have colored and 
assembled file folder 
games to play with the 
kids. We have also 
chosen craft projects 
and the students have 
prepared any materi-
als and pieces needed 
to make the project,” 
Mrs. Horvath said. “My 
students enjoy work-
ing with the elementary 
students. It gives them 
a chance to help others 
and to feel a sense of 
accomplishment.”
 In addition to their 
trips each month, the life 
skills students at PAHS 
have assisted in activi-
ties at John S. Clarke in 
the past such as the 
PRIDE carnival and 
Fun Day. The students 
create games and signs 
prior to the events and 
help assist the PTO in 
whatever needs to be 

By: Paige Fellows
PAHS Senior

CRAFT — Sophomore Ian Gardner and freshman Jordan Crawley, 
both PAHS life skills students, help kindergartner Daniel Murphy 
and fourth grader Dahnika Zyk, both students in the life skills 
class at John S. Clarke, make snowmen as a winter craft. The 
students in the freshman and sophomore life skills class at the 
high school travel to the elementary school once a month to 
make arts and crafts with the younger students as well as play 
games with them. “I like helping with the other kids and playing 
games,” Gardner said. 

done. The life skills stu-
dents also are able to bond 
with their elementary school 
life skills friends at these 
events.
 “I get to hang out with my 
best friend [whenever we 
take trips to the elementary 
school,” freshman Jordan 
Crawley said.
 As well as working with 
the elementary school life 
skills students, the life skills 
students at PAHS regularly 
join with the life skills and 
autistic support classes 
at D.H.H. Lengel. Before 
Christmas, the middle 
school and high school 
classes made Christmas 
cards and delivered them 
to residents at Providence 
Place along with singing 
Christmas carols. 
 Keeping active and 
developing important skills 
valuable for life provides 
a significant opportunity 
for students in life skills 
classes to grow and thrive 
throughout their lives. The 
education and hands-on 
experience that life skills 
students are exposed to in 
the classroom bring them 
one step closer to a suc-
cessful future.

INTERACT — Sophomore Christian Urban, PAHS life skills 
student, poses for a photo with elementary life skills student 
Conner Womer. The students from both schools pair up to 
help one another complete activities and are given the op-
portunity to form relationships and bond with one another. 
“[On our latest trip] we made snowmen [as a craft] with the 
kids,” Urban said. “When we walk down [to John S. Clarke] 
and visit, I teach the [elementary students] skills and it’s fun 
hanging out with them.”

Photo Courtesy of Mrs. Casey horvath

Photo Courtesy of Mrs. Casey horvath
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D.H.H. Lengel team competes in MATHCOUNTS

New clubs in the high school spark interests 

STRATEGIZE — Freshman Gregory Calkins moves a piece 
in the game Raumschach, also known as 3D chess, against 
senior Christopher Pekarik. Pekarik was responsible for the 
introduction of the new board, and ever since introducing it 
to the club, it has attracted many new players to the game. 
“This year we have over 20 members and are looking better 
than I could have hoped for,” Pekarik said.

 “This year we have 
over 20 members and 
are looking better than 
I could have hoped 
for,” senior Christopher 
Pekarik said. “I hope 
[the other members will] 
continue to promote the 
club and become better 
players themselves.”
 Recently, a group 
of students formed 
an E-Sports Club in 
which members both 
play games casually 
and compete with one 
another on skill-based 
games. Junior John 
Mason is one of the 
founding members, and 
with his friends, he cre-
ated a group of about 17 
people who all gather to 
play games after school 
on Fridays. 
 “I really feel like we 
started something good 
for the school that many 
people can enjoy now 
and into the future,” 
Mason said.
 The members are also 
creating different teams 

for each game and hope 
to take the club to a com-
petitive level. Mr. Adrian 
Portland, an avid gamer 
himself, is the adviser of 
the club along with Mr. 
Andrew Smink, English 
teacher. 
 As an offshoot of the 
existing Drama Club, the 
Shakespeare Club was 
formed to allow members 
to share their interest in 
the works of the fa-
mous playwright William 
Shakespeare. Mrs. Maria 
Malek, English teacher, is 
the adviser of the club.
 “Shakespeare’s 
language is the epitome 
of the range of human 
emotion,” Mrs. Malek 
said. “To have a club 
where we celebrate the 
beauty of that language 
is an essential part of the 
academic experience.”
 Students in the 
Shakespeare Club have 
the opportunity to go to 
competitions to prove 
themselves as masters of 
the Bard’s works. 

 “We read Shakespeare 
monologues and sonnets 
and watch movies based 
on the plays,” junior 
Logan Spevak said.
 With the inclusion 
of these new clubs, 
students have more to do 

after school than ever, 
and those who may not 
have ordinarily joined an 
extracurricular activity 
are opening up due to 
newer clubs pertaining 
to more diverse inter-
ests.

By: Jackson Gunelson

In case anyone 
thought PAHS did 

not offer enough 
extracurriculars, three 
new clubs have been 
added recently. The 
new clubs include 
after-school activi-
ties revolving around 
chess, E-Sports and 
the works of Shake-
speare.  Even though 
the clubs are new this 
year, they all have 
a strong following 
amongst students, with 
at least 15 members 
per club.
 The Chess Club is 
the oldest of the three, 
as it was formed last 
school year. Every 
Monday, members 
meet in Room 126 to 
compete in games of 
chess. Mrs. Donna 
Skosnick, math teach-
er, supervises while 
the club members 
participate individually.

Photo by JaCkson Gunelson

PAHS Junior

According to www.
mathcounts.org, 

MATHCOUNTS is the na-
tion’s preeminent middle 
school math enrichment 
and competition program. 
Its mission is to increase 
enthusiasm for and 
enhance achievement in 
middle school mathemat-
ics throughout the United 
States.
 In the beginning of 
February each year, the 
regional MATHCOUNTS 
competition is held at 
Penn State Schuylkill 
campus. MATHCOUNTS 
is a nation-wide competi-
tion in which students in 
grades six, seven and 
eight who excel and find 
an interest in math can 
compete using different 
types of tests.
 February 6, D.H.H. 
Lengel took a team of 10 
to compete with seven 

other schools to win 
the individual and team 
competitions. The eight 
school teams compet-
ing consisted of D.H.H. 
Lengel, Tamaqua, Saint 
Ambrose, Saint Jerome 
Regional, Weatherly, 
Blue Mountain, Saint 
Clair and Mount Carmel.
 The day began at 9:10 
a.m. with a 30-question 
sprint round in which 
students had 40 minutes 
to compete individually. 
After the first test, they 
participated in a target 
round which consisted of 
eight questions.
 The questions were 
given two at a time with 
two minutes to solve 
each set. Following 
the target round was 
the team round which 
consisted of four stu-
dents from each school 
working together to solve 
problems.
 After the tests were 
completed, the teams 

broke for lunch. During 
lunch, the final calcula-
tions were made which 
determined the top 10 in-
dividual competitors from 
the combined individual 
rounds and the top team 
from the team round. 
 Following lunch, 
everyone returned to the 
auditorium where the 
top 10 individuals were 
announced. The top 10 
were brought onto the 
stage and competed in 
a “bee-style” live round, 
competing for first place 
by answering questions 
as fast as they could in 
under 45 seconds, knock-
ing other competitors out 
while climbing the ladder 
to number one.
 The students who 
participated on this year’s 
D.H.H. Lengel MATH-
COUNTS team are the 
top math students in 6th, 
7th and 8th grade. One 
can try out by taking a vol-
untary practice test, and 

the 10 top scoring indi-
viduals are then invited to 
join the MATHCOUNTS 
team. 
 The 2016 D.H.H. 
Lengel MATHCOUNTS 
team was composed of 
eighth graders Gavin 
Chen, captain Noah 
Fredericks, Emily Pele-
schak, Caleb Reedy, Ca-
leb Roos, Morgan Rupert 
and James Schaeffer; 
seventh grader Christian 
Honicker and sixth grad-
ers Kendra Spevak and 
Ayva Strauss.
 Following the comple-
tion of the individual 
tests, team round and 
lunch, they reported to 
the auditorium where the 
announcement of the top 
10 students was made, 
four of the 10 being from 
Pottsville: Fredericks, 
Honicker, Reedy and 
Schaeffer.
 These students com-
peted in the live round 
on stage, and following 

the bouts, Schaeffer 
finished ninth, Reedy 
sixth, Honicker fourth 
and Fredericks second 
overall.
 “I am very proud of 
our students,” Mrs. 
Donna Skosnick, team 
coach, said. “They put 
a lot of extra time in to 
prepare for this competi-
tion. Their mathematical 
ability never ceases to 
amaze me. This compe-
tition gives students a 
chance to perform way 
above their grade level.”
 Concluding the day at 
Penn State, the winner 
of the live round was 
declared, along with the 
announcement that the 
team who won the team 
round and is moving 
on to the state MATH-
COUNTS competition 
for the second year in a 
row was D.H.H. Lengel, 
made up of Fredericks, 
Peleschak, Schaeffer 
and Roos.

By: Max Kelly
PAHS Sophomore
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Students react to new social culture promoted by PBIS

Ever since the new 
behavioral system, 

Positive Behavior 
Intervention & Supports 
(PBIS), has been 
implemented throughout 
the school district, there 
have been noticeable 
district-wide behavior 
and environment 
improvements.
 To students, it used to 
seem that the school only 
saw students who exhib-
ited bad behavior, and 
everyone else flew be-
neath the radar, not being 
recognized positively. To 
show that the district no-
tices exceptional positive 
behavior, Crimson Cash 
was created.
 Crimson Cash is 
a card, signed by a 
teacher, which is used as 
a reward for exceptional 
behavior. At the high 
school, Crimson Cash 
can be exchanged for 
chances to win gift cards, 
and at the middle and 
elementary schools, an 
equivalent ticket can be 
exchanged for more age-
appropriate prizes.
 If a student is not rec-
ognized for appropriate 
or exceptional behavior, 
he will never learn that 
appropriate behavior is a 
“good thing” to engage 
in at school, according 
to research done by the 
New York PBIS Technical 
Assistance Center.
 PBIS systems are 
being put into place 
in schools all over the 
country to overcome the 
non-academic barriers 
for youth so students can 
successfully transition 
into adulthood, according 
to the Pennsylvania PBIS 
Center. Pottsville Area 
School District officials 
hope these new changes 

will improve the social 
culture of PASD.
 “One of the goals of 
PBIS is to teach students 
how to get along in a 
community. We don’t all 
always get along, but for 
the safety and well-being 
of everyone, we have to 
work out our differenc-
es,” Dr. Jeffrey Zwiebel, 
superintendent, said. 
“We need to not just 
coexist but work together 
as a team; PBIS helps 
promote that mindset.”
 As a first step toward a 
more positive social cul-
ture in the high school, 
booing freshmen at pep 
rallies was banned. Al-
though students rebelled 
at first, by the end of the 
season, the only sounds 
at pep rallies were battle 
cries.
 “The pep rallies are 
just as energy-filled, if 
not more than they were 
before,” junior Rhiannon 
Daniels, varsity cheer-
leader, said.
 Although some stu-
dents are still disgruntled 
about the loss of this 
“tradition,” most students 
and teachers say it was 
a necessary alteration to 
the way pep rallies are 
viewed.
 “While I know some 
upperclassmen are upset 
about the prohibition on 
booing, having a happier, 
more engaged student 
body is definitely worth 
that sacrifice,” Miss 
Kayla Fehr, PAHS social 
studies teacher, said.
 Significant changes are 
also evident in the middle 
and elementary schools. 
 “The mood has shifted 
since PBIS has been 
implemented. Empha-
sizing good behavior 
has caused an overall 
decrease in behavioral 
problems,” Mrs. Migdalia 
Gunoskey, JSC social 
worker and PBIS coach, 

said.
 The elementary school 
now offers new rewards 
such as a dance party 
and rounds of minute-
to-win-it for positive be-
havior over the course of 
the school year. Students 
can use pride cash to 
purchase a VIP ticket for 
the dance parties, which 
allows students to go to 
a designated section with 
treats.
 “[The dance parties] 
are super fun. It’s a time 
where you can really sit 
back and have a lot of 
fun,” third grader Ryan 
March said. “Minute-
to-win-it is my favorite 
game. I like it because it’s 
competitive and hard.”
 The elementary school 
also rewarded students 
by giving them pride 
cash, which they can use 
to purchase things they 
want from the classroom 
shop.
 At the middle school, 
the reaction to PBIS is 
similar. Students are 
rewarded when they 
demonstrate Tide PRIDE 
behaviors. The acronym 
PRIDE, used for district-
wide motivation, stands 
for prepare, respect, 
inspire, demonstrate, 
excel.
 The Principal’s 200 
Club is one of the ways 
these students can be 
recognized. The first 10 
students to get 10 tickets 
win a mystery motivator: 
a selfie stick, a Tide sou-
venir, a 6” Subway sub 
or a pizza party, among 
other possibilities.
 “Many students are 
responding positively 
to PBIS. It’s nice to see 
students excited when 
their positive behavior 
is rewarded,” Mrs. Mary 
Matulevich, Lengel                   
science teacher, said.
 Before PBIS was set 
in place in the middle 
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school, another behav-
ioral program, the School 
Wide Effective Behav-
ior Program (SWEB), 
established ground rules 
that helped develop the 
school mindset nec-
essary to make PBIS 
effective. 
 “Many of our proce-
dures have remained the 
same, but there have 
been changes including 
that classroom [work] 
and homework comple-

RELAX — PASD students kick back and have a good time at 
various PBIS events.

tion are considered when 
determining eligibility for 
incentives,” Ms. Gayle 
Rehnert, Lengel student 
service worker, said.
 PBIS has made several 
students go out of their 
way to be kind and re-
spectful to one another.
 “PBIS is a great idea. 
It makes me want to 
do better and be bet-
ter in school,” Elizabeth 
Hahner, eighth grader, 
said.
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tozzi, due to his mom be-
ing diagnosed with Stage 
3C ovarian cancer. 
  Tramontozzi’s main 
goal was to “unite the 
sport and form an orga-
nization that could help 
inspire awareness and 
raise funds to support 
cancer research,” stated 
on pincancer.org. He 
made this possible with 
his roommate at the time.
 After going to a 
wrestling tournament 
and seeing someone 
fundraising for the charity, 
one of Pottsville Area 
High School’s wrestlers 
decided to take on the 
challenge to take down 
cancer.
 “My family and I were 
at the Super 32 Tourna-
ment with other families 
from the team and my 
parents saw a Pin Cancer 
fundraiser and they didn’t 
know what it was. They 
picked up a pamphlet 
and started talking to the 
guy at the stand,” senior 

Nathan Cromyak said. 
“He thoroughly explained 
everything and per-
suaded my family and I to 
make a page.”
 As of January 30, Cro-
myak has raised $4,721, 
raising his goal four times 
from the first goal which 
was set at $1,000. He 
has done this through the 
online software that wres-
tlers around the country 
can use. These profiles 
are open to the general 
public for donations.
 Cromyak also was the 
first wrestler this season 
to raise over $2,500 by 
himself out of all wrestlers 
participating this year.
 Several schools are 
helping Nathan fight for 
the cure. Schuylkill Haven 
Elementary School had a 
dress down day, rais-
ing $215.00. Spartan 
Wrestling North Schuylkill 
Elementary Cares do-
nated $513.00 at an away 
wrestling match against 
North Schuylkill, where 

Cromyak was presented 
with a ceremonial check. 
Pottsville Area School 
District had a dress down 
day, raising $711.00; 
TKD canned at the high 
school Pottsville-Blue 
Mountain wrestling 
match, raising $380.00; 
and Student Council 
donated $300.00.
 Cromyak stated that he 
dedicated his part in the 
Pin Cancer fundraiser to 
a woman by the name of 
Patti Freiler, who died of 
cancer.
 “I dedicated to Patti 
Freiler because she was 
the most important and 
loved person in my life. 
She has shaped me into 
the man I am today. Now, 
she is my guardian angel 
and everyday motivation. 
It’s a nice way to honor 
someone who changed 
my life,” Cromyak said. 
“I wasn’t born in the best 
living conditions, but she 
took me under her wing 
and guided me in the 

right direction my whole 
childhood due to her 
overwhelming support 
and generosity.”
 The smallest donation 
could help a big cause; 
every single donation 
counts and is greatly 
appreciated, especially 
by the one doing the fun-
draiser. Donations can be 
given until March 31, the 
end of the season.
  “Honestly when I first 
made the page, I thought 
I would make $500 at the 
very most. The first day 
alone, I raised over $800. 
Due to the overwhelming 
support, I have raised my 
goal four times. Currently 
I have raised over $4,000 
and have provided one 
person with a day of 
cancer treatment. One 
day of cancer treatment 
is $2,500. Now, my next 
goal is $5,000,” Cromyak 
said. “Hopefully with the 
growing support of my 
fundraiser, I will be able 
to reach this goal.”

With a $5,000 goal, 
$4,721 raised and 

66 heartwarming dona-
tions so far - this is just 
one person helping “pin 
cancer.”
 According to pincancer.
org, Pin Cancer is a call 
to action to help defeat 
the world’s toughest 
opponent by rallying the 
greater U.S. wrestling 
community in the fight 
against cancer.
 There are several 
different ways to raise 
money in the organiza-
tion: flat donations, Pin 
Cancer events, gear 
sales, Wrestle For A 
Cure campaigns and 
sponsorships. All money 
raised is donated to St. 
Jude’s Children Research 
Hospital.
 This charity was started 
in 2011 by a former 
Bloomsburg University 
wrestler, Dan Tramon-

Pottsville wrestler organizes fundraiser to pin cancer

get a preview of what to 
expect [when they got 
there],” Ms. King said. 
 The trip was not only 
targeted toward students 
who had been accepted 
to Penn State, but also to 
those who were debating 
attending college who 
hadn’t had the chance to 
visit colleges.
 “We were interested 
in leveling the playing 
field. Some had already 
visited several colleges 
with parents. Some were 
not afforded the same op-
portunity. We wanted to 
give everybody a chance 
to have that college expe-
rience and help students 
who were on the fence to 
help make a decision by 
giving them the exposure 
they would not have 
gotten otherwise,” Ms. 
Reedy said. 
 The participants had 
the opportunity to sit 
through simulated les-

sons and panels where 
they were able to learn 
about financial aid, speak 
with the Vice President 
of Student affairs and the 
admissions counselor 
and hold a panel discus-
sion with current PSU 
undergraduates who 
were Pottsville graduates, 
including Emily Brinich, 
Kayla Krasinsky and 
Molly Zwiebel.
 “It was a good chance 
to get a feel of what it is 
like to be on an actual 
college campus. They 
showed us around the 
campus and what the 
classrooms were like and 
what you would study in 
the classroom,”  junior 
Chloe Bledsoe said. 
 According to a study 
conducted by profes-
sor Jay P. Greene, only 
40 percent of students 
who graduated from high 
school were considered 
“college-ready.” Re-

searching and visiting 
one’s college helps to 
avoid transferring and 
changing majors once 
one picks a college. 
Visiting a college gives 
one opportunities to learn 
about campus safety, 
ask questions and get a 
preview of campus life.
 Speaking to current 
undergraduates upon 
visiting a college allows 
prospective students 
to get an honest image 
of campus life. Visit-
ing student centers is 
also helpful as one can 
observe the everyday 
environment in an area 
where he would possibly 
spend his time if he were 
to choose that school.
  Observing students’ 
behavior is helpful to 
a visitor to learn about 
campus safety, an 
important component in 
considering a college as 
many undergraduates 

are living alone for the 
first time, and often out of 
state. A visitor may also 
have conversations with 
undergraduates, guides 
and counselors about the 
safety of that campus. 
  “It’s important to be 
well informed about your 
college choice. There are 
many factors that should 
be considered, such as 
the majors offered, cam-
pus size and budget,” Ms. 
Reedy said.
  Ms. Reedy is consid-
ering holding trips to 
Bloomsburg University 
and other state schools in 
the future and even open-
ing the trip up to sopho-
mores to encourage them 
to start preparations for 
college even earlier. 
  “The trip was beneficial 
because it really widened 
my thinking towards col-
lege and what I am set on 
doing after high school,” 
Bledsoe said. 

I went to Penn State 
Schuylkill and they 

prepared me well for 
my future, so I wanted 
to give my students the 
same opportunity,” Ms. 
Tiffany Reedy, PAHS 
principal, said.
 Approximately 25 stu-
dents attended a school 
field trip to Penn State 
Schuylkill. Participants 
included those who were 
accepted to Penn State 
Schuylkill, along with 
other juniors and seniors. 
Mrs. Mary Beth Conville, 
guidance counselor, 
chose junior attendees 
who were interested in 
Penn State, and Ms. El-
len King, guidance coun-
selor, chose the senior 
participants. 
 “Students who had all 
been accepted to the 
campus were able to 

PSU field trip helps prepare participants for college
By: DeAnna Stevenson

PAHS Sophomore

By: Tayah Moore
PAHS Junior
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PASD Calendar
February
20 – Schuylkill County  
Chorus festival concert 
at PAHS 2 p.m.
23-27 – PAHS Band 
Florida trip
25-27 – Region 
Orchestra
29 – Kindergarten 
registration A-L, 
Academic Center 9 a.m. 
- 12 p.m. 

March
1 –  Kindergarten 
registration M-R, 
Academic Center 9 
a.m.-12 p.m.
2 – Kindergarten 
registration S-Z, 

Academic Center 9 
a.m.-12 p.m.
5  – SAT at Pottsville
10-12 – Region Band
18-20 – PAHS Drama 
Club Spring Musical

April
4 – Crimson Aides 
Meeting 7:30 p.m. in the 
Little Theatre
8 – Deadline to Register 
for the 5/7 SAT
21 – PAHS Small 
Ensembles Concert 
7:30 p.m.
25-28  – Kindergarten 
Screening
29  – Mid-Point Fourth 
Marking Period 

PASD Phone Numbers
JSC Elementary 
Center: (570) 621-2947
D.H.H. Lengel Middle 
School: 
(570) 621-2924
PAHS: (570) 621-2962
Academic Center:    
(570) 621-2900
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• Paige Fellows       
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• Alexa Biddle       
PAHS Junior
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